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CourtWatch tracked 38 child 

physical abuse cases  filed in 2017 

against adult defendants in King 

County Superior Court 
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As of May 2018, 47% of these cases were still 

pending. The other 53% of cases were resolved by: 

Dismissal

Guilty plea to 

lesser offense 

Guilty plea 

as charged 

(or greater) 

Conviction 

after trial 

16% of defendants 

had a reported 

history of domestic 

violence, abuse, 

and/or neglect

Drugs and/or alcohol 

were a factor, or the 

defendants had a 

history of drug 

and/or alcohol abuse, 

in 26% of cases

66% of 

defendants  

were male and 

34% of defendants 

were female 

 
42%

 
58%

Venue

King 

County 

Courthouse 

Maleng 

Regional 

Justice 

Center 

1

1 Child physical abuse offenses include: Assault, Assault of a Child, Criminal Mistreatment, Murder, Violation of Domestic Violence Order for Protection 
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Relationship Between Victim and Defendant 
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Criminal Child Physical Abuse Cases by Law Enforcement Jurisdiction 
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As of May 2018, 

the average 

time it took for 

cases filed in 

2017 to reach a 

resolution by 

guilty plea was 

6.36 months

The average 

length for cases 

that went to 

trial was 6.58 

months


